CHAPTER X

TELLS HOW WILLIAM BOOTH BECAME A PASTOR, AND INTRO-
DUCES THE READER TO CATHERINE MUMFORD

1850-1851

THE storm of this disputation raged with violence. But
it does not seem to have driven William Booth from his
path or to have drawn him to the one side or the other.
"Mr. Booth/' says W. T. Stead, "kept apart from the
controversy. His sympathies were then, as always, on the
side of authority/'

This statement, which may surprise many people, is a
true statement. William Booth was antipathetic to violent
change, hated rebellion, suspected " reform/' and cherished
discipline and obedience as cardinal virtues. His story for
the next twenty years is the tragic Odyssey of a strong*
and original soul labouring to follow his star along the
beaten track of authority, struggling to get the new wine
of his unquenchable zeal into the shrunken skins of tradi-
tion, striving to move his church along with him out of the
slough of a stagnant formalism. And the irony of it is, that
the churches which expelled him and literally drove him
into the wilderness, which during the most difficult years
of his existence opposed him, censured him, maligned him,
not only came to adopt his methods and follow his ex-
ample, but, when it was too late, made overtures for his
reception into their midst.

In his old age William Booth was received by King
Edward the Seventh. "Tell me, General/'asked the
Sovereign, "how do you get on now with the Churches?
What is their attitude towards you ? "

The old man looked shrewdly at the King, his eyes
twinkled, and he made answer, " Sir, they imitate me/'
At which the King laughed with a good understanding.

At the age of twenty-one he was conservative and on
the side of authority. He knew very well what dissension
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